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December 26 – St. Th  omas,   Protomartyr  
St. Stephen, “a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5), was 
one of the Church's first seven deacons. He was appointed by the leaders 
of the Church to distribute food and other necessities to the poor in the 
growing Christian community in Jerusalem, thereby giving the apostles 
more time for their public ministry of proclamation (Acts 6:2-5). He and 
the other deacons apparently were expected not only to wait on tables but 
also to teach and preach.

When some of his colleagues became jealous of him, they brought 
Stephen to the Sanhedrin and falsely charged him with blaspheming 
against Moses (Acts 6:9-14). Stephen's confession of faith, along with his 
rebuke of the members of the Sanhedrin for rejecting their Messiah and 
being responsible for His death, so infuriated them that they dragged him 
out of the city and stoned him to death.

Stephen is honored as the Church's first martyr and for his words of 
commendation and forgiveness as he lay dying: “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit” and “Lord, do not hold this sin against them” (Acts 7:59-60).

 (Taken from The Treasury of Daily Prayer - CPH)



The Daily Office
V: O Lord, open my lips;
R: and my mouth will declare your praise
V: Make haste, O God, to + deliver me;
R: make haste to help me, O Lord.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever, world without end. 
Amen.

The Readings (Sunday-Saturday)
Psalmody Old Testament New Testament

Sun 102:24-28 Isaiah 42:1-25 Revelation 9:1-12
Mon 115:1-8, 11 Isaiah 43:1-24 Revelation 9:13-10:11
Tue 39:4-8 Isaiah 43:25-44:20 Revelation 11:1-19
Wed 98:1-6, 9 Isaiah 44:21-45:13 Revelation 12:1-17
Thu 96:1-5, 11-13 Isaiah 49:1-18 Matthew 1:1-17
Fri 34:4-10, 19 Isaiah 49:22-51:16 Matthew 1:18-25
Sat 72:1-19 Isaiah 51:17-52:12 Matthew 2:1-12

Optional: Large Catechism I:179-253

The Catechism
The Creed – The First Article
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean?
I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me 
my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all 
my senses and still takes care of them.
He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, 
wife and children, land, animals, and all I have.
He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this 
body and life.
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all 
evil.
All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 
without any merit or worthiness in me.
For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.
This is most certainly true.

Kyrie
Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.



The Lord’s Prayer (prayed together)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver + us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen.

The Creed (confessed by all)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And 
in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day 
He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into Heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy 
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting .  Amen.

The Litany
V:  O Lord, hear my prayer.
R:  And let my cry come to You. 
V:  In the day of my trouble I call to you
R:  For You answer me. 
V:  Hide Your face from my sins. 
R:  And blot out all my iniquity. 
V:  Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
R:  And renew a right spirit within me. 
V:  Do not cast me away from Your presence. 
R:  And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.
V:  Restore to me the joy of your salvation.
R:  And uphold me with a willing Spirit.
V:  Because Your lovingkindness is better than life.
R:  My lips shall praise You
V:  Because You have been my help. 
R:  Therefore in the shadow of Your wings I will rejoice. 
V:  Teach me Your way, O Lord, and I will walk in Your truth. 
R:  Give me an undivided heart that I may fear Your name. 
V:  I will praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart. 
R:  I will glorify Your name forever. 



V:  May all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You. 
R:  May those who love Your salvation always say, Let God be exalted. 
V:  Save Your people and bless Your inheritance. 
R:  Be their shepherd and carry them forever. 
V:  Hear my prayer, O Lord. 
R:  Listen to my cry for mercy.

The Collect
Stir up, O Lord, we beseech Thee, Thy power, and come and help us with 
Thy great might, that by Thy grace whatsoever is hindered by our sins may 
be speedily accomplished through Thy mercy and satisfaction; who livest 
and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 
without end. Amen.

In our prayers:  Pastor, Richard Eaches, Jackie Caudill, Doug Thomas, 
Sam Cooper, Rev. Leonard Riddle

Luther’s Evening Prayer (prayed together)
I thank you my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that you have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would 
forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep 
me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and 
soul and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me that the wicked foe 
may have no power over me.  Amen.

V: Let us bless the Lord.
R: Thanks be to God.
V:  The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, + and bring us to everlasting 
life.
R: Amen.


