R: May those who love Your salvation always say, Let God be
exalted.

V: Save Your people and bless Your inheritance.

R: Be their shepherd and carry them forever.

V: Hear my prayer, O Lord.

R: Listen to my cry for mercy.

The Collect

O God our merciful Father, who taught the hearts of Your faithful people
by sending to them the light of Your Holy Spirit, bring us by the same
Spirit to have a right judgment in all things and evermore to rejoice in
His holy comfort; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who with
You and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever.

In our prayers: Pastor, Sheila Cornelius, Jack Kyser, Jeff Houston,
Kimberly Simone, Herel Borders family

Luther’s Evening Prayer (prayed together)

I thank you my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear
Son, that you have graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You
would forgive me all my sins where | have done wrong, and
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend
myself, my body and soul and all things. Let Your holy angel be with
me that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.

V: Let us bless the Lord.

R: Thanks be to God.

V: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, + and bring us to
everlasting life.

R: Amen.

Looking Forward to Next Week

Trinity Sunday- 18 May 2008

OT Lesson: Isaiah 6: 1- 7

Epistle Lesson: Romans 11: 33- 36

Gospel Lesson: John 3: 1-15

Sermon: From Him, Through Him, To Him

The Congregation at Prayer

A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer
The week of Pentecost
May 11-17, 2008

The Church Calendar

May 17 — Erik, King of Sweden, Martyr

Erik IX Jedvardsson was ruler of much of Sweden from 1150 to 1160.
He was the head of a Christian kingdom with nearby pagan kingdoms,
all sharing an old tradition of fighting. Around 1155, he headed an
expedition into Finland, then loosely under Swedish rule, to
consolidate Swedish authority there and to establish a protected
Christian mission, headed by Henry of Uppsala, now considered the
founder of the Church in Finland (see 19 Jan). Erik is also known for
undertaking to provide Sweden with fair laws and fair courts, and for
measures designed to assist the poor and the infirm. As he was in
church on 18 May 1160, the day after Ascension Day, he was told that
a pagan Danish army was approaching to kill him. He replied, "Let us
at least finish the sacrifice. The rest of the feast | shall keep
elsewhere." As he was leaving the church, the pagans rushed upon him
and killed him.

Erik was honored both as an upholder of the Christian faith and as a
national hero, the ancestor of a long line of Swedish kings. Within
thirty years after his death his name appeared on the Swedish Calendar,
and he is accounted the principal patron of Sweden, as (for example)
Patrick is of Irelend. The silver casket with his remains still rests in the
cathedral at Uppsala.

Collect: O God, who didst call thy servant Erik of Sweden to an
earthly throne that he might advance thy heavenly kingdom, and didst
give him zeal for thy Church and love for thy people: Mercifully grant
that we who commemorate him this day may be fruitful in good works,
and attain to the glorious crown of thy saints; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever.

(Taken from James Kiefer’s Christian Biographies)




The Daily Office
V: O Lord, open my lips;
R: and my mouth will declare your praise
V: Make haste, O God, to + deliver me;
R: make haste to help me, O Lord.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever, world without
end. Amen. Alleluia.

Daily Psalms: (Use either or both)
Su-103/117; Mo-5/84; Tu-42/102; We-89:1-18/1; Th-97/16;
Fri-51/142; Sa-104/118

The Readings (Sunday-Saturday)
Old Testament New Testament | Optional
Sun | Numbers 21:10-35 Luke 21:20-38 AC Preface, AC 1-3
Mon | Numbers 22:1-20 Luke 22:1-23 AC 4-13
Tue | Numbers 22:21-23:3 Luke 22:24-46 | AC 14-19
Wed | Numbers 23:4-28 Luke 22:47-71 | AC 20-21
Thu | Numbers 24:1-25 Luke 23:1-25 AC 22-24
Fri Numbers 27:12-23 Luke 23:26-56 | AC 25-27
Sat | Numbers 32:1-6, 16-27 | Luke 24:1-27 AC 28, Conclusion

The Catechism — The Sacrament of Holy Baptism

How can water do such great things?

Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water
does these things, along with the faith which trusts this word of God
in the water. For without God’s word the water is plain water and no
Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-
giving water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the
Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three:

“He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the
Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus
Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we
might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a
trustworthy saying.”

Hymn: LW # 164 Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling

Kyrie
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed together)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver + us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Creed (confessed by all)

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
Heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life +
everlasting. Amen.

The Litany
. O Lord, hear my prayer.

And let my cry come to You.

In the day of my trouble I call to you

For You answer me.

Hide Your face from my sins.

And blot out all my iniquity.

Create in me a clean heart, O God.

And renew a right spirit within me.

Do not cast me away from Your presence.

And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation.

And uphold me with a willing Spirit.

Because Your lovingkindness is better than life.

My lips shall praise You

Because You have been my help.

Therefore in the shadow of Your wings | will rejoice.
Teach me Your way, O Lord, and I will walk in Your truth.
Give me an undivided heart that | may fear Your name.
I will praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart.

I will glorify Your name forever.

May all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You.
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