V: I will praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart.

R: 1 will glorify Your name forever.

V: May all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You.

R: May those who love Your salvation always say, Let God be
exalted.

V: Save Your people and bless Your inheritance.

R: Be their shepherd and carry them forever.

V: Hear my prayer, O Lord.

R: Listen to my cry for mercy.

The Collect

O Lord, we pray that Your grace may always go before and follow after
us, that we may be continually given to all good works; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Hoy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

In our prayers: Pastor, Kimberly Simone, Jack Kaiser, Jerry Gullet

Luther’s Evening Prayer (prayed together)

I thank you my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear
Son, that you have graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You
would forgive me all my sins where | have done wrong, and
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend
myself, my body and soul and all things. Let Your holy angel be with
me that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.

V: Let us bless the Lord.

R: Thanks be to God.

V: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, + and bring us to
everlasting life.

R: Amen.

Looking Forward to Next Week

14 September — Holy Cross Day- (Friendship Sunday)
OT Lesson: lsaiah 45: 21- 25

Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1: 18- 24

Gospel Lesson: John 12: 20 -33

Sermon: That Utterly Foolish, Powerful Gospel

The Congregation at Prayer
A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer
The 16" Sunday After Trinity
September 7-13, 2008

The Church Calendar

September 13 — Cyprian of Carthage, Bishop and Martyr

Cyprian was born around 200 AD in North Africa, of pagan parents.
He was a prominent trial lawyer and teacher of rhetoric. Around 246
he became a Christian, and in 248 was chosen Bishop of Carthage. A
year later the persecution under the Emperor Decius began, and
Cyprian went into hiding. He was severely censured for this (unjustly
on my view -- see Mt 2:13; 10:23; 24:16). After the persecution had
died down, it remained to consider how to deal with the lapsed,
meaning with those Christians who had denied the faith under duress.
Cyprian held that they ought to be received back into full communion
after suitable intervals of probation and penance, adjusted to the
gravity of the denial. In this he took a middle course between Novatus,
who received apostates with no probation at all, and Novatian, who
would not receive them back at all, and who broke communion with
the rest of the Church over this issue, forming a dissident group
particularly strong in Rome and Antioch. (Novatus, somewhat
surprisingly, ended up joining the party of Novatian.) Cyprian, who
held the same position as the Bishop of Rome on the treatment of the
lapsed, wrote urging the Christians of Rome to stand with their bishop.

Many of his writings have been preserved. His essay On The Unity of
The Catholic Church stresses the importance of visible, concrete unity
among Christians, and the role of the bishops in guaranteeing that
unity. It has greatly influenced Christian thought, as have his essays
and letters on Baptism and the Lord's Supper. He has been quoted both
for and against the Roman Catholic claims for Papal authority.

Collect: Almighty God, who didst give to thy servant Cyprian
boldness to confess the Name of our Savior Jesus Christ before the
rulers of this world, and courage to die for this faith: Grant that we
may always be ready to give a reason for the hope that is in us, and to
suffer gladly for the sake of the same our Lord Jesus Christ; who liveth
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

(Taken from James Kiefer’s Christian Biographies)




The Daily Office
V: O Lord, open my lips;
R: and my mouth will declare your praise
V: Make haste, O God, to + deliver me;
R: make haste to help me, O Lord.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever, world without
end. Amen.

Daily Psalms: (Use either or both)
Su-19/81; Mo-136/97; Tu-123/30; We-15/48; Th-36/80;
Fri-130/32; Sa-56/100

The Readings (Sunday-Saturday)

Old Testament New Testament | Optional

Sun | 2 Kings 4:38-5:8 Eph. 6:1-24 Tobit 1

Mon | 2 Kings 5:9-27 Phil. 1:1-20 Tobit 2

Tue | 2 Kings 6:1-23 Phil. 1:21-2:11 | 2 Kings 6:24-8:29
Wed | 2 Kings 9:1-13; 10:18-29 | Phil. 2:12-30 2 Kings 13:1-18:8
Thu | 2 Chr. 29:1-24 Phil. 3:1-21 Tobit 3

Fri | 2Chr. 31:1-21 Phil. 4:1-23 Hosea 1:1-14:9
Sat | 2 Chr. 21:1-22 Col. 1:1-23 Jonah 1:1-4:11

The Catechism — The Lord’s Prayer

6. And lead us not into temptation.

What does this mean?

God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard
and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may
not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great
shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these things, we pray
that we may finally overcome them and win the victory.

7. But deliver us from evil.

What does this mean?

We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven
would rescue us from every evil of body and soul, possessions and
reputation, and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed
end, and graciously take us from this valley of sorrow to Himself in
heaven.

Hymn: LW 264 | Know that My Redeemer Lives

Kyrie
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed together)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver + us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Creed (confessed by all)

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
Heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life +
everlasting. Amen.

The Litany
. O Lord, hear my prayer.

And let my cry come to You.

In the day of my trouble I call to you

For You answer me.

Hide Your face from my sins.

And blot out all my iniquity.

Create in me a clean heart, O God.

And renew a right spirit within me.

Do not cast me away from Your presence.

And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation.

And uphold me with a willing Spirit.

Because Your lovingkindness is better than life.

My lips shall praise You

Because You have been my help.

Therefore in the shadow of Your wings | will rejoice.
Teach me Your way, O Lord, and I will walk in Your truth.
Give me an undivided heart that | may fear Your name.
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