V: May all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You.

R: May those who love Your salvation always say, Let God be
exalted.

V: Save Your people and bless Your inheritance.

R: Be their shepherd and carry them forever.

V: Hear my prayer, O Lord.

R: Listen to my cry for mercy.

The Collect

O almighty and most merciful God, of Your bountiful goodness keep us,
we implore You, from all things that may hurt us, that we, being ready,
both in body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish those things that You
would have done; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Hoy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

In our prayers: Pastor, Jerry Gullet, Virginia Robinson, Vickie
Spaulding, Richard Eaches, Doug Thomas, Sam Cooper, Cristy
Pinix, Carter Cornelius

Luther’s Evening Prayer (prayed together)

I thank you my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear
Son, that you have graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You
would forgive me all my sins where | have done wrong, and
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands | commend
myself, my body and soul and all things. Let Your holy angel be with
me that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.

V: Let us bless the Lord.

R: Thanks be to God.

V: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, + and bring us to
everlasting life.

R: Amen.

The Congregation at Prayer
A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer
The 19" Sunday After Trinity
September 28-October 4, 2008

The Church Calendar
October 4 — Francis of Assisi, Friar
Francis was born in 1182, the son of a wealthy cloth merchant. His
early years were frivolous, but an experience of sickness and another
of military service were instrumental in leading him to reflect on the
purpose of life. One day, in the church of San Damiano, he seemed to
hear Christ saying to him, "Francis, repair my falling house." He took
the words literally, and sold a bale of silk from his father's warehouse
to pay for repairs to the church of San Damiano. His father was
outraged, and there was a public confrontation at which his father
disinherited and disowned him, and he in turn renounced his father's
wealth--one account says that he not only handed his father his purse,
but also took off his expensive clothes, laid them at his father's feet,
and walked away naked. He declared himself "wedded to Lady
Poverty", renounced all material possessions, and devoted himself to
serving the poor. In his day the most dreaded of all diseases was
something known as leprosy. (It is probably not the same as either the
modern or the Biblical disease of that name.) Lepers were kept at a
distance and regarded with fear and disgust. Francis cared for them,
fed them, bathed their sores, and kissed them. Since he could not pay
for repairs to the Church of San Damiano, he undertook to repair it by
his own labors. He moved in with the priest, and begged stones lying
useless in fields, shaping them for use in repairing the church. He got
his meals, not by asking for money so that he might live at the expense
of others, but by scrounging crusts and discarded vegetable from trash-
bins, and by working as a day laborer, insisting on being paid in bread,
milk, eggs, or vegetables rather than in money.
After three years, in 1210, the Pope authorized the forming of the
Order of Friars Minor, commonly called the Franciscans.

Collect: Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant unto thy people
grace to renounce gladly the vanities of this world; that, following the
way of blessed Francis, we may for love of thee delight in thy whole
creation with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever.

(Taken from James Kiefer’s Christian Biographies)




V: O Lord, open my lips;
R: and my mouth will declare your praise

The Daily Office

V: Make haste, O God, to + deliver me;
R: make haste to help me, O Lord.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever, world without

end. Amen.

Daily Psalms: (Use either or both)

Su-103/139; Mo-5/29; Tu-42/133; We-89:1-18/1; Th-97/16;
Fri-51/142; Sa-104/118

The Readings (Sunday-Saturday)

Old Testament | New Testament | Optional
Sun | Deut. 1:1-18 Matthew 5:1-20 | Tobit 12
Mon | Deut. 1:19-36 Mathew 5:21-48 | Tobit 13
Tue | Deut. 1:37-2:15 | Matthew 6:1-15 | Tobit 14
Wed | Deut. 2:16-37 Matthew 6:16-34 | FC SD 6:1-9
Thu | Deut. 3:1-29 Matthew 7:1-12 | FC SD 6:10-19
Fri Deut. 4:1-20 Matthew 7:13-29 | FC SD 6:20-26
Sat | Deut. 4:21-40 Matthew 8:1-17 | FC SD 7:1-6

The Catechism
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism
Second
What benefits does Baptism give?
It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and
gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and
promises of God declare.
Which are these words and promises of God?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark:
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not
believe will be condemned.

Hymn: LW 276 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

Kyrie
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed together)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver + us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Creed (confessed by all)

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
Heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life +
everlasting. Amen.

The Litany
: O Lord, hear my prayer.

And let my cry come to You.

In the day of my trouble I call to you

For You answer me.

Hide Your face from my sins.

And blot out all my iniquity.

Create in me a clean heart, O God.

And renew a right spirit within me.

Do not cast me away from Your presence.

And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation.

And uphold me with a willing Spirit.

Because Your lovingkindness is better than life.

My lips shall praise You

Because You have been my help.

Therefore in the shadow of Your wings | will rejoice.
Teach me Your way, O Lord, and I will walk in Your truth.
Give me an undivided heart that | may fear Your name.
I will praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart.

I will glorify Your name forever.
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