R: May those who love Your salvation always say, Let God be
exalted.

V: Save Your people and bless Your inheritance.

R: Be their shepherd and carry them forever.

V: Hear my prayer, O Lord.

R: Listen to my cry for mercy.

The Collect

Lord, we implore You to keep Your household the Church in continual
godliness, that through Your protection she may be free from all
adversities and devoutly given to serve You in good works; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Hoy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

In our prayers: Pastor, Jerry Gullet, Virginia Robinson, Vickie
Spaulding, Richard Eaches, Doug Thomas, Sam Cooper, Cristy
Pinix, Carter Cornelius

Luther’s Evening Prayer (prayed together)

I thank you my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear
Son, that you have graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You
would forgive me all my sins where | have done wrong, and
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend
myself, my body and soul and all things. Let Your holy angel be with
me that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.

V: Let us bless the Lord.

R: Thanks be to God.

V: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, + and bring us to
everlasting life.

R: Amen.

The Congregation at Prayer
A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer
The 21% Sunday After Trinity
October 12-18, 2008

The Church Calendar
October 17 — Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr
After the Apostles, Ignatius was the second bishop of Antioch in Syria.
His predecessor, of whom little is known, was named Euodius.
Whether he knew any of the Apostles directly is uncertain. Little is
known of his life except for the very end of it. Early in the second
century (perhaps around 107 AD, during the reign of the Emperor
Trajan), he was arrested by the Imperial authorities, condemned to
death, and transported to Rome to die in the arena. By thus dealing
with a leader, the rulers hoped to terrify the rank and file. Instead,
Ignatius took the opportunity to encourage them, speaking to groups of
Christians at every town along the way. When the prison escort
reached the west coast of Asia Minor, it halted before taking ship, and
delegations from several Asian churches were able to visit Ignatius, to
speak with him at length, to assist him with items for his journey, and
to bid him an affectionate farewell and commend him to the grace of
God. In response he wrote seven letters that have been preserved: five
to congregations that had greeted him, en masse or by delegates, one to
the congregation that would greet him at his destination, and one to
Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna and disciple of the Apostle John.
His letters are available in several modern translations. The themes
with which he is chiefly concerned are (1) the importance of
maintaining Christian unity in love and sound doctrine (with warnings
against factionalism and against the heresy of Docetism -- the belief
that Christ was not fully human and did not have a material body or
really suffer and die), (2) the role of the clergy as a focus of Christian
unity, (3) Christian martyrdom as a glorious privilege, eagerly to be
grasped.
Collect: Almighty God, we praise thy name for thy bishop and martyr
Ignatius of Antioch, who offered himself as grain to be ground by the
teeth of wild beasts that he might present unto thee the pure bread of
sacrifice. Accept, we pray thee, the willing tribute of our lives, and
give us a share in the pure and spotless offering of thy Son Jesus
Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever.

(Taken from James Kiefer’s Christian Biographies)




The Daily Office
V: O Lord, open my lips;
R: and my mouth will declare your praise
V: Make haste, O God, to + deliver me;
R: make haste to help me, O Lord.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever, world without
end. Amen.

Daily Psalms: (Use either or both)
Su-67/93; Mo-51/47; Tu-54/99; We-65/91; Th-143/116;
Fri-86/19; Sa-122/90

The Readings (Sunday-Saturday)

Old Testament New Testament | Optional

Sun | Deut. 11:1-25 Matthew 12:1-21 | FC SD 7:85-92

Mon | Deut. 11:26-12:12 | Matthew 12:22-37 | FC SD 7:93-103

Tue | Deut. 12:13-32 Matthew 12:48-50 | FC SD 7:104-110

Wed | Deut. 13:1-18 Matthew 13:1-23 | FC SD 7:111-128

Thu | Deut. 14:28-15:15 | Matthew 13:24-43 | FC SD 8:1-11

Fri | Deut. 15:19-16:22 | Matthew 13:44-58 | FC SD 8:12-22

Sat | Deut. 17:1-20 Matthew 14:1-21 | FC SD 8:23-34

The Catechism
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism

Fourth
What does such baptizing with water indicate?
It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and
repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and
that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in
righteousness and purity forever.
Where is this written?
St. Paul writes in Romans chapter six:
We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory
of the Father, we too may live a new life.

Kyrie
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed together)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver + us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Creed (confessed by all)

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
Heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life +
everlasting. Amen.

The Litany
. O Lord, hear my prayer.

And let my cry come to You.

In the day of my trouble I call to you

For You answer me.

Hide Your face from my sins.

And blot out all my iniquity.

Create in me a clean heart, O God.

And renew a right spirit within me.

Do not cast me away from Your presence.

And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation.

And uphold me with a willing Spirit.

Because Your lovingkindness is better than life.

My lips shall praise You

Because You have been my help.

Therefore in the shadow of Your wings | will rejoice.
Teach me Your way, O Lord, and I will walk in Your truth.
Give me an undivided heart that | may fear Your name.
I will praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart.

I will glorify Your name forever.

May all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You.
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